Dedicated to preserving my wisdom for the ages 





REETINGS ONCE MORE, fellow analysts; the Doctor of Democracy 1s here, making a house call with my ninth health- 
generating issue of The Limbaugh Letter. For those tens of thousands of you receiving your initial dose of this publica- 
tion at Dan's Bake Sale in Fort Collins, CO, welcome. Think of this Letter as a shot of common sense from my mobile 


oO 





e clinic, The inoculation you receive today will carry you through the month — when added to the regular salu- 


brious (that’s “good for you,” for those of you in Rio Linda) course of treatment from my radio and television programs. 


But beware 
painful re 





you will find yourself weakened and reeling if you do not follow up with monthly boosters. To prevent a 
pse into liberalism and wrongheadedness (which are the same thing), fill out the enclosed subscription card today As: 


evidenced by the enormous event in Fort Collins, borne out of Dan Kay's desire to obtain the very publication you now hold in 
your hands, The Limbaugh Letter is « force to be reckoned with. Because it 1s mine 


“NEGLECTED” CITIES: THE BiG LIE 


Y FRIENDS, AN INSIDIOUS FALSEHOOD HAS TAKEN ROOT. 
It is stated dogmatically and often — and unfortunately, 
it is shaping a crucial cultural and political debate As is so 
frequently the case when important ideas are at stake, it is 
left to me to dispel the error and dispense the truth 
Fortunately, I am — as always — up to the task 
To illustrate, I quote the brilliant political analyst and social 
commentator, Bryant Gumbel “This nation’s cities have been 
in trouble for a long ume,” opined Mr Gumbel on the Today 
show recently “Faced with declining levels of assistance 
from Washington over the last twelve years, longstanding 
urban problems have been aggravated ~ 
Now this statement is not remarkable in any way, shape, 
size, or form. You've heard it hundreds of times. In fact, it is 
an article of faith, an absolute, for those on the left. Turn on 
your television, open a paper, read a mainstream magazine, 
and you'll come across this senument, explicit or implicit 
Blaming urban problems on federal (Republican) “neglect” is 





right across the page from “Anita told the truth” in the liberal 
handbook — and just as wrong 

Here it 1s again, this time from Eleanor Holmes Norton 
“There was, quite literally, a massive federal disinvestment in 
the cities in the 1980s.” 

Chimes in CNN reporter Greg Lamotte “When rioting, loot- 
ing, and arson erupted last spring, it wasn't just anger over 
the Rodney King verdict, it was an explosion of rage over 
years of social and economic neglect.” 





A ND SO YOU CAN SEE RIGHT HERE the heinous impact of 
the “neglect” idea. it is used to jusufy all manner of anu- 
social and criminal behavior Now we as a society (goes this 
thesis) are reaping in soaring crime rates and urban decay 
what the Reagan “budget cuts” sowed 

As is so typical of liberalism, we are handed a complex 
and disheartening problem — as defined by them — without 
any possibility of solving it. The only thing we can possibly 

continued on page 11 
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1 was honored, 
my friends, to 
speak with the 
great Charles 
Barkley, 
power for- 
ward of the 
Phoenix Suns, 
the day after he 
made the amazing winning shot against the 
Portland Blazers in the last half second of play, a 
moment of instant sports legend 


Rush: I've always been a fan, Charles. 1 don't 
want to overdo this, but when I heard you 
speak recently in Sacramento, you said things 
that made so much sense, and were so simi- 
lar to things [ have said and am passionate 
about, that I got ungles up my back. That's 
why I wanted to do this interview 





Barkley: Well, I'm excited to do it 





Rush: First, how do you feel? That 
game against Portland last night — 
the stuff of which destiny is made 


Barkley: It was unbelievable To make a 
play like that is an unbelievable feeling... espe- 
cially in your first game back after being on the 
injured list. 


Rush: Did you 
have trouble going 
to sleep’ 


Barkley: Oh, no ques- 
tion, Any time you make a 
play like that, your adrenalin 
is pumping. I went to bed about 5 o'clock this 
moming I mean, you're so excited when you 
make the play. But if any teammate makes that 
play, it’s still exciting ‘ 








Rush: You always talk about teammates | 
remember when you were in New York to 
play the Knicks, and you had a litte run-in 
with an official. In the post-game interviews in 
the locker room, the thing you stressed was, 
“Hey, look — I only want my team to win” 


Now you are, of course, in a team sport. But the 
team does well when every individual pursues excel- 
lence What is your philosophy in combining being the best 
you can be with a team? 
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Rush: How have we gotten to this point in our 
country when trying to be your best is 
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Barkley: If every individual isn’t 
dloing his part, the team tsn't 
going to come together. You can't 
have a team playing well if all 
five guys aren't playing their indi- 
vidual best I dont like to use the 
word “selfish,” but I think every 
individual player has to want to 
do well, or his team can't do well 





Rush: That's important. But I find myself giving the same explana- 
tion — when you say that to try to be your best, you dont want 
people to misunderstand: “I'm not trying to be selfish.” How have 
We gotten to this point in our country, when tying to be your best 
1s construed as selfishness? 


Barkley: Because I think most people in our country are satisfied 
with just doing whatever they're doing 1 don't think they really 
want to be the best 1 never want to take my God-given ability for 
granted. I want to do well at basketball; it’s important to me. I 
don't want to go out there and do it halfway I want to reach my 
full potential To me, if you're going to do something, you might 
as well do it 110 percent Anything less would make you like the 
majority of the people in the world... and I don't want to be like 
everybody else I want to be better than everybody else 











Rush: You feel dike you're doing what you were meant to do? 


Barkley: I definitely believe God gave me a special gift, the ability 
to play basketball — as well as to entertain people — and I would 
feel remiss if I did not reach what I consider a high level. If 1 don't 
reach that level, I feel as if I'm let- 
ung Him down and myself. More 
importantly Him than myself. 









Rush: | think a lot of people may 
be intimidated when they are 
around those who at all times are trying to be the 
best, because they possess a certain intensity, and I 
think you have it. Are people put off by that effort on your part? 






Barkley: When you play basketball, you haye to rely on so many 
other people, and unfortunately not everybody wants to be the 
best. I've had some problems with teammates who I knew had a 
talent, but they didn’t want to put forth that effort It's so frustrating 
when you're in a team setting, when you play with guys who don't 
want to be the best 


That's one thing | like about playing for the Suns. We want to win. 
We play hard. We want to be the best. That's what makes the dif- 
ference: guys who have a high level of wanting to be successful 


Rush: How do you as a teammate take a guy who you see has 
gobs of talent, but doesn’t necessarily have the same desire to uu- 
lize that talent to its highest level? And, more important, you've got 
a lot of kids out there, Charles, who look up to you. And too many 
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of these kids are being told they can't do it, that they shouldn't 
even try. The success stories of America aren't for them. How do 
you tike people, teammates and kids alike and say, You can be 
better than you are? 


Barkley: It’s very hard, because some people can handle it and 
some people can’t. A lot of guys you try to talk to do listen But 
unfortunately, there are more who don't listen. I think a certain 
number of people want excuses not to be successful. Because the 
bottom line is it's a lot harder, it takes a lot more work to be suc- 
cessful than it does to do things halfway. I mean, it’s a lot easier to 
make Cs than to be the guy who studied extra hard to make As. 
It's the same with basketball I don't want to lift weights all the 
time. I don't want to run all the time. But if I want to reach my full 
potential, I have to do those things Most people don't want to do 
that extra effort 


Rush: Who inspired you, Charles? When I think of myself growing 
up. the teachers T remember who were the best were those who 
pushed me to be more than | thought | could and taught me that 
there was more in me than [realized Was there somebody like 
that for vou? 


Barkley: Number one, it came from my mother and my grand- 
mother. My mother was a maid. And she said, “I'm a maid. But I'm 
going to be the best maid in the world.” And my grandmother 
worked at a meat-packing factory She said, “I’m a good meat- 
packer. I'm proud of what I do.” 


And you know, the teachers would be hard on me. But eventually 
I realized that the kids who made good grades were happy all the 
tme, and the kids who made bad grades were miserable all the 
time. Why was that? I didn't learn till I got older You know, your 
parents seem dumb when you're young, and they're a pain. But 
they sure get a lot smarter when you get older 


Now when I speak to kids, I tell them the reason they're miserable 
— because they are — is that 
they're not doing what they're 
supposed to do. The kids 
who make good grades are 
happy because nobody bothers them, 
because they're doing what they're 
supposed to do. If you're not making 
good grades, your teacher's on your 
case, your parents are on your case, and that’s why kids who make 
bad grades don’t enjoy school 


You can save a lot of these kids if you just stay on them, because I 
think they want to do good. But a lot of their parents aren't taking 
that extra time out. Because of the economic environment, women 
have to work more now, and the parents aren't spending enough 
quality time with their kids teaching them the right things, because 
they're so consumed with trying to make ends meet 


Rush: So you think that kids are naturally imbued with a desire to 
do nght, to do good 


Barkley: I think kids really want to do well. 


Rush: So what do we do? Given what you've said about the eco- 
nomic plight of many families, what do you think ts a way they 
can deal with fulfilling their natural desire to do well? 


Barkley: Number one, I think we in professional sports should do 
more. We generate so much money for people, we should do 
more for the kids and give them more educational help. They're 
buying all our products. 


Many kids who can't afford to go to college don’t feel that need to 
strive to be more successful educationally. These kids are just get- 
ting through high school lackadaisically, instead of trying to be 
more successful so they can go to college, And I think we in sports 


Barkley: If you’re going to do something you 
might as well do it 110 percent. | don’t 

want to be like everybody else. | want to 
TM elec pa el |S 





have got to pump money into high schools. I look 
at high schools now where they're cancelling 
sports programs, cancelling band. That's ridicu- 
lous. We should not let that happen 





Rush: I's not as though we're not spending 
enough money. We're spending plenty of 
money. You've got to wonder where it’s 
going with some of these programs 


Barkley: It's unbelievable to me when I 

read that they're cancelling all these extracur- 
ricular activities. We in professional sports should 
not let that happen, because if these kids have idle 
time on their hands, they're not going to do any- 
thing but get in trouble One of the reasons I start- 
ed playing basketball was because I had started 
hanging out, you know, and stealing. It came to 
the point when I decided: This is definitely not 
what I want to do 


Rush: | heard you say in Sacramento what I 
say in a different way when I do a com- 
mencement speech. | always tell kids. 

Look, people claim that when you leave 
this ceremony, you're going to conquer 
the world. Let me tell you something. T 
just found my ptece of this pie a cou- 

ple rs ago, and I'm not going to 
give it up. You're going to have to 
compete for it” I heargl you address the 
same idea when you explained that there are a 
limited number of jobs in the NBA, and it’s mis- 
guided to have so many kids grow up thinking 
that’s their answer, because you're not going to 

give them your job. 











Barkley: No question 
Yes, sports is glamorized, 
and guys make a lot of 
money. But you have to 
recognize that there are 
only 300 players in the entire 
world who get paid to play basketball in 
America. You've got to be one of the best 300, which 
most people are not. So it’s unfortunate that kids 
grow up with a mentality focused so much on ath- 
letics that they neglect their education 








I tell them that before you know it, your child- 

hood has gone by So you're in the 10th, 11th, 

12th grade, a remedial student, and you're in 

the middle of nowhere. You have nowhere to go, 

because you spent your whole life trying to be an 

athlete. Before you know it, it’s too late, because if 

you're not advanced academically, you're going to have a 
real hard time in our country. So the first thing I tell kids is: 
“You're not going to make it in the NBA.” 


Rush: How do they react when you tell them that — when you 
confront them with the stark reality “Hey! Your dream is not possi- 
ble? And how do you bring them back up after that? 


Barkley: What | try to tell them 1s; First of all, you should not look 
at basketball as a way to neglect your education. Number one, you 
should make good grades, because this is what you're supposed to 
do. And if you make it in the NBA, fine, you've got two things 
going for you. You're great academically, and you're a good bas- 
ketball player. But if you don’t make it in the NBA and you don’t 
have any education, you're really up the creek without a paddle 





If, God bless you, you're a great baseball player, a great football 
player, a great basketball player, a great hockey player, what's 
wrong with making good grades? You're in school anyway. Why 
not make good grades while you're there? Then if things don’t pan 
out, you're still fine But if you make poor grades, and then don’t 
make it in sports, you have no shot in America today That's what 
you've got to get them to understand 


Rush: It's their responsibility for having made those decisions 


Barkley: Right I say, Hey! 1 hope you all make it 
But I've got to be straight with you You've got to be 
one of the 300 best by the ume you're a senior in col- 
lege. And sometmes that really doesn’t matter, either, 
because even if you're better than some guy on a 
team that’s got a guaranteed contract, they're not 
going to pay him 2 or 3 million dollars to sit at home. 
You just might be unlucky 


Rush: And those 300 guys are not just going to say, 
Well, hey! You want my job? Take it 


Barkley: No. It doesn't work like that. 


Rush: Let's talk about some of the obstacles you've 
had to overcome. First off, you are 6 foot, 4 and 3/4 
inches tall I'm a basketball neophyte, but I know that 
at 6'4", you have accomplished things that if you 
were 6'8" or 7 feet tall, Charles, you'd be fnghtening 
They might have had to change the game if you were 
that tall. You're competing against people much taller 
than you, and in that respect alone they had an 
advantage How have you overcome that? 





Barkley: I've used it as a positive. I'm not a negative 
person. People say to me: “You're too short” I 
respond: “Okay, you say that.” But I use it as motuva- 
tion. If I believed everything people told me, I 
wouldn't be here today Everybody kept saying: “He's too short’; 
“He's too fat.” 





Rush: Amen 


Barkley: He's this, he's that. And I say: Okay. You know what? In 
the long run, that stuff may be true. But it may not be 


Rush: You grew up in the South That had to be tough 


Barkley: It was tough, But I think also it helped me, growing up 
in a small town, because I didn't have to deal with all the inner 
city garbage They always told me I was the wrong size and shape. 
But I didn't get mad, I just said, “Hey! I'm going to prove you peo- 
ple wrong "I like to use the negative stuff as motivation, instead of 
as a crutch, When people criticize you, you should say: “Maybe 
you're right. But let me find out for myself.” 


See, I don't believe in words like “peer pressure.” My peers can't 
make me do anything wrong. I see people explaining away what 
they've done wrong: “It was peer pressure " That’s crap, My friends 
can't make me do anything that T know is wrong or dumb. You 
have to make your own decisions. You have to take responsibility 
for your life. I mean, hey, I'm 30 years old, and I have peers who 
do things wrong. They can't make me do that. That's why I don't 
believe ideas like peer pressure. That's a crutch. That's a cop-out. 


Rush: Your coach, Paul Westphal, told me he thinks you are a 
perfect mix for Phoenix in that you are a guy who came into the 
league with no assistance. You have reached the pinnacle of your 
profession without any help from anybody. You have done it your 
way in a team sport. You have defined your terms. And you have 
never strayed from trying to be the best you can be. I know Lionel 
Hollins and your coaching staff. They love you, Charles. These 
guys think that you are the reason for the team’s turnaround. The 





coaches all look to you for inspiration and guidance themselves. I 
don't know how much you are aware of that, But when I'm out 
with these guys, they love to tell me what you've said, love to tell 
me what you think, love to tell me how you've played. 





Barkley: I love our coaching staff for the simple reason that they 
respect me as an individual. Have I done things wrong? Yes. But 
when ! say things, and when you do, people don't have to agree 
with us. But we're entitled to our opinion And I think that's the 
one thing they've given me here. They said: “Listen, we might not 
agree with you. But you have the right to say it.” 
Eyery person in America is entitled to their opinion 
And you cannot get mad at them or consider them 
bad just because you disagree with them. If some- 
body asks me a question, I tell them what I think 


Rush: Yes. You do. 


Barkley: | should not have to say what they want 
me to say. 

Rush: That's what ] mean by: You've done it your 
way And you've reached the pinnacle And that's 
why youre such a great example to people. 


Barkley: If we live in a country where we have to 
say what other people want us to say, so people will 
like us, that's crazy to me, Why should I say what 
you want me to say? That's not fair to me as a per- 
son. And that's not right in America 


Rush: Has this relative freedom that you have found 
in Phoenix and the good relationships you have with 
people there, improved your play over, say, 
Philadelphia, the years you were there? 


Barkley: I don’t know if it improved my play. But I 
do feel the media here has told it differently. It’s not 
competing to be as negative as possible in order to get the story 
on the front of the paper. I just think it’s a different East Coast 
mentality Here, they write what you say. But when I was in 
Philadelphia, 1 think the reporters went out of their way to be neg- 
ative, because they wanted their story to be big. 


Rush; | think you're right. Not only in Philadelphia. But the whole 
Northeast. You've got New York and Boston in that, too. 


Barkley: | always wanted to say: You guys make everything I say 
to be bad. Why can't you say, “This is Charles Barkley’s opinion"? 
When you write an article and I don't agree with you, I don’t make 
a big deal out of it. If we were all the same, we'd all be robots. 


You know, I respect everybody’s individual opinion. Hey! We 
don't have to agree with each other, I made up my mind a long 
time ago that I wasn't going to say what people wanted me to say. 
This is my opinion, right or wrong. 

Rush: Charles, | really love you. I'm just so excited we have your 
comments tn my little publication, 


Barkley: You know what? I really appreciate some of the things 
you say. And I'm going to be watching and listening. So you keep 
up the good work. 


Rush: Ternfic Thanks, Charles, very much 





1 want to make one observation here, folks 1 asked Sir Charles sever- 
al times to describe the obstacles he’s overcome. And be listened, 
and he heard me, but be did not do that. He didn't want to talk 
about what he’s overcome. He just wants to concentrate on what he 
does best. | think it’s important to point out that he didn't say- Yeah, 
it was really tough for me. I had this and that. Here is a man totally 
focused on achievement. Which is why, my Sriends, he is dazzling 
the country with his prowess. 
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Many people say | need to be balanced with equal time. Not so — | AM... 


ual Time 


A sampling of my genius, to be widely quoted and disseminated 





Go-Go Girls 

Folks, the latest technological 
advance brings equality and 
fairness to, of all places, the 
bathroom. Urinette, a company 
in Pensacola, FL, has designed 
the “She-inal,” the first female 
urinal. It is equipped with a 
funnel, protected by a paper 
cover, The woman grabs the 
funnel and .. does her thing. 
Uninette says this new product 
will solve the age-old problem 
of dirty toilets. (How can this 
be? Women — dirty?) 

“I don’t think it saves time. 
But it’s cleaner,” said one 
woman. “Too frightening-look- 
ing,” said another. But this one 
takes the cake. “If God wanted 
me to be a man,” she said, “he 
would have made me a man.” 
She doesn't have the courage to 
change Women of the world: 
Stand up, be counted! Don't let 
anyone say: “Urine idiot.” 


Ship Shape 

Life on — or under — the 
high seas just got more turbu- 
lent: the Navy caved in to the 
radical feminists. Women will 
be allowed in submarines and 
will be totally integrated in 
combat duty assignments. 
Fine, I say. Let's send in Patsy 
Schroeder — she'll be a great 
squadron leader for the In 
Your Face PMS Submarine 
Battalion. And those decks 
will be swabbed to perfection. 


Not Stimulating 
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Report Card 

On day 100 of the Raw Deal, as a service of the Limbaugh 
Institute for Advanced Conservative Studies I provided a helpful 
assessment: Bill Clinton's report card. 

Economics: F. The President exhibits a startling misunderstand- 
ing of basic principles. His concept of taxing people into prosperity 
defies economic logic. If he persists, he'll surely fail the course 

English: D. Clinton's use of language shows he requires remedi- 
al help. Employs words like “contribution” and “investment” when 
he means “tax” and “spending,” refers to taxpayers as “customers,” 
often has trouble remembering who he tells what. 

History: F minus. Clinton refuses to grasp the true history of 
the 80s, continuing to call them the Decade of Greed, instead of 
the most prosperous time in American history Says 1992 marked 
the worst period in 50 years, an inexcusable misrepresentation 

Mathematics: F. President lacks rudimentary skills in addition 
and subtraction. Unable to distinguish between $1,000,000, $200,000 
and $30,000. Says! deficit willibe reduced, when in fact it will be 
increased, Needs much improvement. 

Science: D. Spends too much time listening to environmentalist 
wackos instead of credible science. Needs to be separated from 
classmate Algore whom he hugs too much, to improve his grades 

Foreign Policy: L. Student is “learning,” L is an “outcome-based 
education” category similar to “E is for effort.” 

Sex-Education: A plus. Always a strong subject 

Character: F. Never, ever trust a diaftidodger. 





Don’t Ask 


Governor Coomo officially 
dropped out as a contender for 
the upcoming Supreme Court 
vacancy, thus fulfilling my 
prediction: “Mario Cuomo will 
drop out before he is not 
asked.” Good for the Supreme 
Court... but the nightmare 
continues for New York, where 
Mano wants to slap every 
newbom with a $300 birth tax. 
Can we now say that abortion 
in New York is tax evastion? 


The sounds of groaning and sniveling from Washington are get- 
ting a bit much. No, I'm not talking about the gay rights march. I 
mean Democrats whining over the dead stimulus package. George 
Mitchell threatened that “cities will bum” because swimming pools 
won't be built. Barbara Boxer claims kids won't be immunized. 
What about the free immunization programs that aren't accessed? 

Now Sen. Robert Byrd: “While the Republicans are popping their 
champaign corks tonight, billions of Americans will be opening a 
can of beans, and soda crackers, and wondering where they're 
going to get a job.” That's better than a can of pork and beans. Sen 
Byrd, you just do what you Democrats do best: TAX THE BEANS! 
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S-S-Stop 

The National Stutenng Project 
recently bestowed its Pigheaded 
Award to Nike for its “insensitivi- 
ty” to children and adults who 
stutter. Why? The advocacy group 
claims Nike's “Aerospace Jordan” 
ad portrays Porky Pig, a stutterer, 
“in a negative way.” 

When Nike and Wamer 
Brothers, who own the nghts to 
Porky Pig, refused to discuss the 
group's objections, the Project 
called for a protest: the nation’s 
first “Stutter-In.” 

The group claimed that over 
50,000 stutterers live in the 
Orange County, Calif. area, and 
all were invited to assemble at 
Niketown, a Costa Mesa sneaker 
outlet. 

“We don't believe in economic 
boycotts,” said spokesman Ira 
Zimmerman, “but for the sake 
of the children we do urge the 
public who visits Niketown to 
stutter their heads off.” 

We don't know how the pro- 
test went. Or maybe it is still 
going on, as this kind of thing 
could take time 














From Soup to Nuts 


To persuade farmers to “start thinking about the meat of the future,” the 
Altemative Animal Conference met recently in Scheeksville, PA. According 
to organizers, llamas, ostriches, and guinea pigs are alternatives to consid- 
er for the dinner table. Delicious entrees, for example, could include pasta 
with elk meatballs, or Italian seasoned dove. Or how about an aphrodisiac 
soup stock made from elk antlers? I think this is a great idea Bill Clinton 
who supports government development of new businesses, should jump 
on this opportunity. The aphrodisiac elk antler soup sounds like a good 
place for him to start 





STUPID QUOTES OF THE MONTH 


“I believe saving the environment is the No. 1 priority for all coun- 
ties. I regard it as a privilege to offer my experience and knowledge.” 
— MikHatL S. GORBACHEV, QUOTED IN NeW YORK TIMES AFTER ACCEPTING 

THE PRESIDENCY OF THE INTERNATIONAL GREEN CROSS AND GREEN 
CRESCENT, HIS NEW “ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATION” 

And you doubt me when I say that the militant environmental 
movement is the new home of socialism/communism in the world 
today? Lets see: dumping nuclear wastes at sea, the destruction of 
inland oceans, and of course Chernobyl, the world’s worst nuclear 

accident Superb experience and knowledge nyet 


“I think it fair to say that you might have called him 
the environmental President.” 
— SEN JOHN F. KERRY, QUOTED IN THE NEW YORK TIMES, REFERRING, IN 
ALL SERIOUSNESS, TO MIKHAIL GORBACHEV 
Only if Hillary Clinton ts a conservative 





“Tam a conservative.” — HILLARY CLINTON, QUOTED IN PARADE 
If you believe that, I've got a bridge 1 want to sell you. Don't forget, 
Aniita Hill said she was a Republican, too 


“I'm also — just to set the record straight — not really governing.” 
— Hitary CUNTON, QUOTED IN AUSTIN AMERICAN STATESMAN, IN RESPONSE 
TO Bit MOYERS’ QUERY TO HERSELF AND GOV. ANN RICHARDS ABOUT 
WHAT IT’S LIKE TO GOVERN; TO WHICH RICHARDS RETORTED; “IF YOU 
BELIEVE THAT, I'VE GOT A BRIDGE I WANT TO SELL YOU,” 

No kidding 
“The President's got a swimming pool. The Senate has a swimming 
pool. Why shouldn't the people have a swimming pool?” 

— BILL CLINTON, QUOTED IN New York TIMES, DEFENDING HIS NOW- 
DEFUNCT “STIMULUS” PACKAGE 
Looks like Hillary must be considering a swimming pool tax 


“Flow on river, flow on.” 

— BILL CLINTON, AS REPORTED IN THE ECONOMIST, QUOTING 
WALT WHITMAN WHILE PRESENTING HIS $1.6 BILLION AID PACKAGE 
TO Boris YELTSIN 
Why shouldn't the Russians have a Swimming pool? 


“When you see poor people running into a store and coming out with 
food, that’s not a riot. That's just people fulfilling their needs, What 
you saw was people celebrating. It was as festive as the Olympics.” 

— Keenen Ivory WaYANS OF “IN Livinc Coto,” QUOTED IN Kansas City 

STAR, DISCUSSING THE LOS ANGELES RIOTS 
Why shouldn't the rioters have an Olympic Swing pool? 


Zoned Out 


Two teams of astronomers, one Italian, the other American, report evi- 
dence that a star exploded some 340,000 years ago. .and the dazzling radi- 
ation could have disrupted the earth’s ozone layer and sunburned our 
Stone Age ancestors. Up to 20 percent of the earth's ozone |: y 
been destroyed see 

Dr. Neil Gehrels, author of one of the re s si 

au Ports, says the explosion 
occurred less than 195 light years from earth — “not so anes to cause 
any mass extinctions, but close enough that the resultin: sunbu: 
im might 
have impaired the health of human beings and other esas : es 

How can this be? According to the environmental wackos, man and 
man alone is responsible for the so-called depletion of the ozone layer. In 
fact, Vice President Algore claims your car is the biggest threat to the 
earth. How can nature be responsible for damaging the ozone layer? 

If this exploding star destroyed up to 20 Percent of the ozone layer, and 
all our ancestors got was sunbumed, then how can CFCs, air conditionin; 
and cars destroy civilization and the planet? Hmmmmm? - 
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Urban Trauma 
Made Me Do It 


Lawyers defending inner-city 
criminals are developing a new 
strategy to help explain the 
cnmes of their defendants 

Ready for this, folks? Its called 
“urban trauma,” or, if you prefer, 
“urban psychosis.” According to 
The Wall Street Journal, lawyers 
argue that urban life can induce 
Post-traumatic stress disorder, a 
condition cours already recog- 
nize in Vietnam veterans, rape 
victims, battered spouses and 
children. The court, these law- 
yers argue, should consider 
“urban trauma” as 4 mitigating 
circumstance in deciding the 
guilt and punishment of inner- 
city residents, 

James Garbarino, a Chicago 
specialist on the effects of vio- 
lence on children, contends that 
tens of thousands of children suf- 
fer from the disorder 

But everybody, thank good: 
ness, is not buying this psycho- 
babble. Says Kan Klingbeil, a 
University of Washington profes- 
sor of social work and psycholo- 
gy “Pretty soon we're going to 
have to claim that everybody, 
because they're bom, suffers from 
post-traumatic stress disorder.” 

This guy has it nght. This ten- 
dency to blame everybody else, 
everything else for the behavior 
of criminals, inner or outer city, is 
sheer stupidity So instead of 
weanng those silly purple ribbons 
to protest urban violence, I've got 
some great advice to solve the 
problem. Try obeying the law 








Witch Patrol 


If you subscnbe to militant 
feminism, men are the scourge 
of the earth, the root of all evil 
Working men have only one 
thing on their minds — harass- 
ing the women who are forced 
(because of Reagan and Bush) 
to work with them 

At last, there is help 
Zsuzsanna Budapest, a self- 
described feminist witch in San 
Francisco, has authored a book 
of spells called “The Goddess in 
the Office A Personal Energy 
Guide for the Spiritual Warrior 
at Work.” Here's a spell for 
Women who want to protect 
their jobs, “Bake muffins fla- 
vored with lemon or lime and 
put a spell on them ” Or, for 
the ever-present harassing co- 
worker. use the “hot-foot 
spell to send the offending 
male running 

Zsuzsanna decided to help 
women after watching (what 
else?) the Hill-Thomas heanngs. 
She says: “I couldn't help but 
think, What if Anita Hill could 
do a litte spell and send him 
packing?” 

Laura Olson, a customer ser- 
vice rep in California, said she 
got nd of a co-worker by driw- 
ing a picture of the person on 
paper boat filled with chocolate 
coins, blessing it, and chaning 
“I wish you well ” The co-work- 
er immediately took a job on the 
East Coast 

Now to all of you witches 
and apprentice witches drawing 
pictures of me in boats, hoping 
T'll go away. Forget it! 
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History Lesson 


Folks, almost every news anchor has been calling the Los Angeles riots 
of 1992 “the worst riot in United States history.” Not so. 

The worst riot broke out in New York City in 1863, during the Civil 
War Abraham Lincoln, realizing he needed 300,000 more troops, signed 
the National Conscription Act — the first draft legislation in our history 

The act enrolled all males between 18 and 45, But it also had a provi- 
sion that allowed anyone to buy his way out of the draft for $300 bucks — 
beyond the reach of most 

So in July 1863 thousands of working class men, later joined by criminal 
gangs, went on a rampage. For the better part of a week, Manhattan was 
ravaged by arson, looting and murder. At least 1200, including 350 militia 
troops, lost their lives Some 83 blacks were lynched. Over 8000 were 
injured; property damage ran over $5 million. Just a few dozen people 
were indicted, only 19 jailed, none for murder. 

So the worst riot in our history was not caused by a jury verdict, but by 
men seeking to avoid serving their country Thus, the moral of our story. 
Folks, never, ever trust a draft dodger. 


We Only Want to Help 


For years liberal economists and professional policy wonks have been 
telling us that America is lost in the wilderness, that we should emulate 
the Japanese in competing in a global economy. I, of course, have always 
said BUNK to that. But there are exceptions. 

Recently the Clinton Administration went to Tokyo to “help” the 
Japanese government get out of their recession. The Clinton 
Administration's advice, stated by Lloyd Bentsen, was simple: Spend, 
spend, and then spend some more. 

It seems that the Japanese govemment’s plan, which is to “invest” over 
$116 billion in public works projects, doesn’t meet with Bill Clinton's 
approval. It's not enough! 

After the Americans left, one top Ministry of Finance official said: "Our 
feeling is, thank you very much, but please mind your own business 
Don't you think there are enough problems with Amenca’s budget without 
telling us what's wrong with ours?” 

Perhaps we should follow Japan's lead this time, folks, and tell Bill 
Clinton to mind his own business and leave the economy alone. After all, 
they learned the big lesson, . never, ever, ever trust a draft dodger. 











Rush News 


THE EIB EXPLOSION 

Folks, the most recent ratings figures for my radio program are 
simply stunning. All across the fruited plain, as I break the mold, 
the success of this show 1s breaking records — most of them, of 
course, set by me: 600 stations; more than 4.6 million listeners at 
any given time, over 18 million listeners a week; the most listened- 
to radio program — AM, FM, dayume, nighume, anyume — in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Sacramento and many others 

The EIB network audience surged 78 percent nationwide over 
last year, and I want to thank all of you — 1 will never, ever uke 
any of this for granted. New York is up 57 percent over last year, 
Los Angeles up 112 percent from one year ago, Chicago 
also up 112 percent, Philadelphia up 50 percent, San Francisco 
up 128 percent, Boston up 52 percent, Washington, DC. up over 
106 percent; Dallas is up an unbelievable 808 percent 

In addition, my television program conunues to be the No 1 
late-night syndicated program, with ratings up 48 percent since it 
premiered. 

Wait a minute — 1 thought I was supposed to fade away after 
Clinton was elected. How can this be? Hmmmm? 








CLINTON COMEDY 

As most of you are aware, during his remarks at the May 1 White 
House Correspondent's Dinner, which I attended, the President 
responded to my defense of bis Atorney General, as follows. “He 
only did it because she was attacked by a black guy” This was a 
reference to a heated exchange between Janet Reno and Rep. John 
Conyers during hearings on the Waco invasion, after which I 
advised, “Put this woman in charge of Bosnia!” 

The White House has since apologized for the President's implica- 
tion that 1 am a racist. George Stephanopoulos said: “The President 
meant to be funny, and it wasn't.” As the Doctor of Democracy and 
Professor of Wit, my prescription to the President's team is my stan- 
dard advice to callers. As the host, I know I make humor look easy 
But it’s like any other area of expertise (say, running the govern- 
ment) Please, leave it to the professionals! Don’t try this at home. 
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PRESIDENT WITH A BAD GAG WRITER?P 
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DAN’S BAKE SALE ¢ MAY 22, 1993 
OLD TOWN SQUARE ¢ FORT COLLINS, CO 

Folks, at least 25,000 people (Ross who?) are converging on Fort 
Collins, CO for the phenomenon known as Dan's Bake Sale Dan 
Kay, 25, has done a tremendous job, and my newsletter is now 
within his reach! (Dan is donating all additional proceeds to chari- 
ty ) Jack Jolley of Root Outdoor Advertising reports that his bill- 
boards are up throughout the area The simple pursuit, by me, of a 
single $29 95 subscription 
to this fine publication has 
caused excitement to mount 
across the nation — calls, 
faxes and CompuServe 
messages bring suggestions, 
business proposals, offers 
to volunteer. 

Friends, the point of this 
is fun, but Dan's Bake Sale 
1s illustrauve of how the 
economy works. Economic 
activity will ike place, 
enjoyment will abound, and 
not one federal dollar ts 
needed to “stmulate” any 
of it, Watch for a full report 
next issue I have a sugges- 
tion, particularly for the lib- 
eral members of Congress 
Conduct a fact-finding jun- 
ket to Fort Collins so they 
can see the America they 
think has vanished — the 
bright shining faces of 
happy people enjoying life 
as they explore common 
goals and aspirations 


FORT COLLINS 
C JLORADOAN 


RUSH to FAME 
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Rush is on for bake sale 


Star ingredient 
still a question 








To order The Limbaugh Letter: 1-800-457-4141 
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The Limbaugh Letter P.O. Box 420058 Palm Coast, FL 32142-0058 








“Dittos, Rush” 


As a former “long-haired, dope-smoking, FM-type,” I have to 
thank you in large part for helping clean up my act. I enjoy the 
radio and TV programs, and the Letter as well, as they show you 
being yourself — not just what someone perceives the public 
expects You have re-sparked my interest in government and 
what's going on I've leamed the liberal secret — while on drugs, 

I was a liberal. Now that I'm straight, I can think again 
— G.W., MERCED, CA 


Welcome back! What you describe is happening all across the fruit- 
ed plain, as the alpine breeze of EIB rouses those long held in a lib- 
eral-imposed stupor 


Rush, you obviously do not appre- 
ciate the doors that Hillary Clinton 
has opened for today's women. For == 
years my friends and I have believed — 
we should operate within the bound- 
aries of our own careers But now 
we realize our missed opportunity 
we had not considered the option of 
adopung our husband's professions. 
This, truly, is a new era in sexual 
equality We not only have a right to 
equal employment, we have a right 
to theiremployment. We need not 
be elected, appointed, licensed, or 
regulated. We need only be married! 
In honor of our role model, Hillary, 
professional women will link arms 
and sing that new feminist anthem of 
the ‘90s: “Stand By Your Man.” 

— JANYCE JULIAN, YORBA Linpa, CA 
Absolutely brilliant! Thanks for pointing this out, Janyce As we 
all know, men are supposed to irrelevant to success and happines 
Mrs, Bill Clinton, The First Lady, The Wife of the President, has 
set the stage for feminists everywhere, blazing a shining path 
backward. Good 


Fuse Conus 


The Limbaugh Letter has caused more stir on my campus than I 
thought possible In response to a colleague's unsupported rant- 
ings that Reagan was a war-mongering fascist, I sent him a copy of 
“Setting the Record Straight” [February 1993]. I watched in amaze- 
ment as my friend, an influential history professor, fell into an 
epileptic fit. He angrily attacked my common sense, my judgment, 
and my intelligence — all without disproving even one of your 
assertions, I'll refrain from repeating the nasty things he said about 
you... though he admits he's never actually listened to your show. 
Keep up the good work. You do every day what most of us only 
dream of — tweak the heck out of the liberals. 

— JENNIFER L. BROCK, CLARKS SUMMIT, PA 
Yes, and it is easy. Speaking the truth usually does it. Heb heb heb. 
Because there is no substantive justification for their views, name- 
calling and personal attacks bave become liberals’ sole debating 
tools. Be of good cheer, Jennifer. The fit you observed was yet further 
evidence that we are winning 


As a child of the ‘60s, I am a disillusioned liberal Democrat I 
enthusiastically supported the Clinton/Gore ticket. However, at this 
point, I feel like the biggest fool in town, totally duped by some 








fast-talking con men. As a middle-class American our tax cut has 
tumed into a tax increase. From gays in the military to “invest in 
America” — meaning more welfare — I have come to almost hate 
these people. I am convinced that Clinton/Gore will say or do any- 
thing to get your vote. Keep up the good work. 

— JOHN HUMMEL, KENNERDELL, PA 


Now, now, don't despair John. Yes, you screwed up badly. Had you 
listened to me earlier you would not have committed such an egre- 
gious blunder. See what I mean about having the courage to face 
and beleive the truth? You are fortunate, however. Unlike many 

others, you obviously do not need 

counseling to deal with this. You 

== have unknowingly discovered the 

Jirst step of the EIB liberal recovery 
program: recognize that you have 
been conned. All will eventually be 
well, as you progress along the 
healthy and wholesome route of 
conservatism. 


I disagree with you! You said on 
the air that your March issue was the 
best. But your April edition was even 
better. “Web of Deceit” and “Why 
Socialism Has Never Worked” were 
outstanding, You should republish 
these articles which show the paral- 
lels between Clintonomics and 
Marxism. Americans would shy away 
from these ideologies if they truly 
comprehended the attacks on our 
freedom. — ANNE Patt 


agree, but when I said the March issue was the best, April was still 
gestating. And sometimes it is challenging even for me to imagine 
that I will be better tomorrow that I was today. Thanks for the sug- 
gestion, Have no fear— we will continue to point out that we bave 
a bunch of little theoreticians who truly believe the only reason 
socialism hasn't worked is that the right people (themselves) haven't 
been in charge. 


1am a black female conservative who has been listening to 
your program for six months. I was thrilled to hear someone who 
has common sense and is not afraid to share truth. I got your 
book from the public library; your chapters on Rodney King, multi- 
culturalism, and the homeless were excellent. I've been liberal 
in my thinking, supporting all the causes — until I did my own 
research. How shocked I was to see black leaders manipulating 
their own people. If people want more government in their lives, 
take them to the housing projects; they'll get their full dose of 
how the government /oves them. Jesse Jackson is not the voice for 
all black Americans. Black people have to help themselves. I 
love your show. 

— A CONCERNED BLACK AMERICAN WHO'S IN THE MINORITY 


We are not in the minority! Be confident that most Americans 
agree with you and the rest of us. Nevertheless, letters like yours 
truly make my day You are exactly correct about the appalling 
effect of government on people's lives and hopes. Prosperity cannot 
be created by government, but by ordinary people relying on their 
own initiative and talents. 
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From the Limbaugh Institute for Advanced Conservative Studies 






THE INFRASTRUCTURE BARREL 
AST YEAR THE TELEVISION CAMERAS DESCENDED ON CHICAGO. We 

L got reporters in hip boots and aerial shots from cameramen 
hanging out of helicopters. Floodwaters coursed through down- 
town Chicago streets Infrastructure crisis! cried the television 
anchors. After years of selfishness and greed and neglect of the 
country’s roads and bridges and sewers and transit systems, it's 
payback time! 

Turns out the hip boots were needed — to wade through this 
drivel. The flooding was caused not by Reagan and Bush, not by 
eeeevil big business, not by “the defense buildup of the 80s" — but 
by human error Workers broke an underground main 

But still, my friends, the scare tactics continue. If you've heard 
the word “infrastructure,” chances are it was coupled with the 
word “crumbling.” During the 1992 Presidential campaign the 
phrase was second only to “because of 12 years of Reagan/Bush.” 
Listening to this bunch you'd think we were living in the middle 
of a disaster movie, with bridges collapsing, sewer sys- 
tems exploding, streets and highways turning to rub- 
ble, airports disintegrating. It isn’t true 

Liberals love creating a nagging fear that some- 
thing absolutely horrible is going wrong right 
now which you cannot see and over which 
you have no control. Once the fear they 
fanned was nuclear war, but that’s passé, 
Now they want you to worry about the 
South American rainforest and the bridge 
you're driving over. In each case American 
progress is to blame and more government 
is needed. No matter what the problem, its 
cause is always capitalism and its solution is 
always socialism 

Most of the tinkerers in this Administration who 
love talking infrastructure — especially Robert 
Reichhhhhh-uh, who brings to the subject an almost religious 
fervor — have interacted with it only on paper or in speeches 
But there are two members of Clinton's cabinet who have had 
some truck with infrasthicturé, and the stories are highly instruc- 
tive. Sit back, my friends, and, enjoy 


Oo NCE UPON A TIME, in the big, bad 1980s, Federico Pena was 
the mayor of Denver. Being a good Democrat, he believed 
he needed to lavish attention on infrastructure. That would create 
jobs and happiness and joy. So he promised Denver a new airport. 
The city already had an airport five miles from downtown, nearly 
paid for, and generating $79 million in annual profits. But the 

new airport, 23 miles away, would attract international flights, 
Pena promised. It would create 20,000 jobs It would only cost 
$1.5 billion. And so ground was broken. The result is the most 
massive public works project in Colorado's history. But Denver 
International Airport has no long runway for international flights. 
Airlines have demanded an automated baggage system and addi- 
tional gates that were not included in the original plans. Although 
it is one of the world’s largest construction projects (covering an 
area twice the size of Manhattan), it created only 9000 construction 
jobs — most of which will disappear when the airport opens in 
December, The final tab: over $20 billion. Why was Denver snook- 
ered into this deal? “Jobs,” says City Councilman Ted Hackworth. 
“It was former Mayor Federico Pena’s philosophy to spend money 












to Me 





into a bad economy " Pena's reward? He is now Secretary of the 
US. Department of Transportation in the Clinton Administration 


NCE UPON ANOTHER TIME, in the big, bad 1980s, Henry 
Cisneros was mayor of San Antonio, Texas Being a good 
Democrat, he believed he needed to lavish attention on infrastruc- 
ture That would create jobs and happiness and joy. So he got an 
$18.8 million grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to develop a mall called Fiesta Plaza. In May 
1985, according to the San Antonio Express-News, Cisneros called it 
“one of the finest urban renewal proj in the nation “ In January 
1986 Cisneros envisioned tourism offices, wholesalers and retailers 
from Mexico, travel agencies, trade groups and even governmental 
offices as tenants. But it took less than a year for the dream to 
sour, In November 1986 Cisneros scolded tenants for calling press 
conferences to talk about how badly managed the mall was. In 
September 1987, Cisneros blamed the mall's financial distress on 
road construction that “hampers access to the project” 
Unsatisfactory infrastructure. In April 1992 the 
Resolution Trust Corporation bought the bankrupt 
Fiesta Plaza for $884,730. In March 1993 the deteri- 
orated mall was torn down. Cisneros’ reward? He 
is now Secretary of the US. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development in the 
Clinton Administration. 











HE ONLY INFRASTRUCTURE IN CRISIS, my 
friends, is the infrastructure decaying 
under liberal Democrat bureaucratic regulations 
— and the infrastructure boondoggles used to pay 

off big city mayors 

But it doesn’t matter. No amount of failure will 

ever cause liberals to change their view that the 

growth of government is the solution Because govern- 
ment 1s all that liberals believe in, they equate its growth with 

moral progress. So brace yourselves, folks. 

Clinton is proposing $100 billion on public works over four 
years. He should note that George Bush already tried this route, 
increasing infrastructure spending 32 percent — which, along with 
tax increases, caused a recession and record deficits, Clinton 
would also do well to heed Tom Kuennen, editor of Roads and 
Bridges: “The last thing our industry needs is a sudden profusion 
of funds that would put billions up for grabs each year for special 
interest groups ranging from bullet train proponents to bike path 
enthusiasts,” 

Despite the hype, my friends, an Office of Management and 
Budget study concludes that most infrastructure projects require 
high skills and do not reduce unemployment The jobs that are 
generated are not permanent — and the cost to create them is 
between $70,000 and $198,000. 

Clinton wants us to copy Europe, and aims to blissfully wed 
government with business. He proposes $187 million in additional 
funding for Amtrak, pointing to England and Japan as guides He 
must not realize that Japan's bullet train was a manifest failure 
before it was privatized in 1987 and that England is soon to priva- 
tize British Rail, It wasn't a government backed partnership that 
surpassed IBM, but entrepreneunal mavericks. 

My friends, when you hear this Administration using the term 
“infrastructure,” watch out It is a very long way to spell pork. 
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continued from page 1 


do is feel y, very bad. “We're sorry! 
Sob! Please forgive us! We were heartless 
and greedy, but now we know better! Tax 
us, tax us, pleeeeeease!” 

The left has discovered a perfect vehi- 
cle. they can flog us as a nation forever 
and there is no possibility of redress. We 
can never erase our cardinal error — voung 
for Reagan America’s shame is fixed in 
history, and remains a constant accusation 
You got your tax breaks, you eecevil vot- 
ers, but your selfishness siphoned the 
lifeblood from urban America. Are you sat- 
isfied? Look at the result The legacy of 
twelve years of Republican rule is the 
tragedy of the inner city 

“In the slow bum of hundreds of com- 
munities,” says Henry Cisneros, Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, 
“we're reaping the harvest of inattention, 
of withdrawal, of our unwillingness or 
incapacity to invest in our people.” 

Have you ever looked at the federal 
budget? Do you know what the 











single biggest item in the 
federal budget is? It’s not 
Defense. It's Health 


and Human 
Services, Housing 
and Urban 
Development It's 
social spending. We 
spend almost $800 billion a 


programs and things are worse 
now in the inner cities than they wete 
25 years ago. Homelessness, crime, 
illegitimacy, broken families, 
drugs, the collapse of schools, 
all worse... despite all 
this “investment.” Might 
there be a pattern? 

Let me cite 
several stun- 
ning statistics 
from the 
Cato Institute 
and the 
National 
Center for 
Public Policy 
Research. This 
information is 
diametrically 
opposed to the sto- 
ries the dominant 
media provides 

* Since 1965 the 
federal government 


-¥°* 
year on human resources and welfare #@oa 


has spent an estumated $2.5 trillion on the 
War on Poverty and urban aid. Economist 
Walter Williams has calculated that is 
enough money to purchase all the assets 
of the Fortune 500 companies plus all the 
farmland in the U.S. 

* Total federal social spending rose 
from $143.7 billion in 1960 to $787 billion 
in 1990 (in constant 1990 dollars). 

* Federal social spending increased 
from 6.7 percent of GNP in 1960 to 14 4 
percent of GNP in 1990. 

© In 1991 (the year of Rodney King’s 
beating) Los Angeles County was given 
more federal assistance than any county in 
the United States. 

* In 1992 federal aid to states and cities 
rose to $150 billion, the largest amount of 
federal intergovernmental aid ever extend- 
ed — hardly a “massive disinvestment” 

But still this drumbeat, this notion that 
we're not spending enough on our peo- 
ple, continues, General David Dinkins, 
Mayor of New York, recently blamed 
urban decline on (guess what?) “12 years 






























of neglect of the cities.” 

All right, Mr. Mayor, let's talk about New 
York City, my adopted hometown. To 
begin, let's hear from Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, who upset the mayor at 
a recent Association for a Better New York 
breakfast by telling the truth: 

“What, in the last 50 years in New York 

City, is now better than it was? [ find myself 

wondering where so much went wrong. We 

were a city of the same size, about 150,000 

more persons then than now. We had the best 

subway system in the world, the finest hous- 
ing stock, the best urban school system and in 

many ways, the best behaved citizens. In 1943 

there were exactly 44 homicides by gunshot in 

the city of New York. Last year, there were 

1499. The decline since then in our social in- 

stitutions is without equivalent. Most impor- 

tant is the decline of the family, the small pla- 

toons without which a society cannot 

function. In 1943 the illegitimacy rate in New 

York City was three percent. Last year it was 

45 percent — 80 percent in some districts. This 

was a much poorer city 50 years ago, but a 

much more stable one.” 

Dinkins was outraged. He took pains to 
remind Moynihan that 50 years ago he was 
a U.S, Marine and had to sit at the back of 
the bus. He then stalked out of the break- 
fast to the back seat of his limousine... 
which whisked him away to the 

next society event where the 
plight of the poor and downtrod- 
den was no doubt blamed 
on 12 years of self- 
ishness and greed. 

Let me cite 
some New York 
City figures, 
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“NEGLECTED” CITIES: 
THE Bic LIE 


courtesy of the Cato Institute: 

* The public school system spends over 
$7 billion a year, $6500 per student. Only 
slightly more than a third of high school 
students graduate on time, if at all 

* The city has 4500 school administrators 
compared with fewer than 50 in New 
York's superior Catholic school system. 

© With 330,000 people on the public 
payroll, New York City has more govern- 
ment workers than all but a few cities 
have people. 

* Between 1965 and 1990 New York 
City's expenditures, adjusted for inflation, 
have almost tripled - from $14 billion to $37 
billion. Its budget is now larger than those 
or all but two states 

« In the past three years, the city has lost 
10 percent of its private-sector jobs. 

© More than 1 million people — or almost 
one of every seven city residents — receive 
welfare checks from the government each 
month 


O VER 13 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION 
of New York City is on welfare. It 
would seem to me that's what Gumbel and 
Norton and Cisneros and all these liberals 
think we should do: “We need more gov- 
emment partnerships." But folks, we should 
be solving urban troubles with all this 
spending. We're not. We are exacerbating 
the problems. 

In fact, the heartbreaking afflictions of 
New York, like virtually all urban problems, 
are rooted in values, The value of life, of 
obeying the law. The value of personal 
responsibility. But in New York today chaos 
and lawlessness and soul-lessness are 
becoming commonplace. 

Listen to Edwin Torres, New York Sup- 
reme Court judge: “The slaughter of the in- 
nocents marches unabated: subway riders, 
bodega owners, cab drivers, babies, in laun- 
dromats, at cash machines, on elevators, in 
hallways,” It's a nightmare, my friends. 

Why have so many of the things that 
hold society together crumbled? We have 
allowed the values that permit people to 
seize opportunities — self-discipline, hard 
work, responsibility — to be ridiculed. 
Instead, we have handed people excuse 
after excuse: they have been victims, they 
have been oppressed, they have been dis- 
advantaged. And, naturally, what is needed 
to redress the situation is more dollars. 

“We must throughout our policies infuse 
an aspect of economic lift,” says Cisneros 
“I's not enough to just keep people in a 
Static condition, but to try to give them lift.” 
They have to lift themselves, Mr. Cisneros. 


You can’t do it 

Besides, how can you provide “lift” 
when the theme of this Administration is 
to punish achievement? This Administra- 
tion has 7o0f lost focus, my friends; its main 
focus is to punish success, with rising tax 
rates, and burdensome regulations 

Where in history can you show me a 
government that pro- 
vided economic lift for 
all its people? The best 
thing government can 
do is simply get out of 
people's lives, get out 
of the way. 

But it’s a nice thing 
to say. That's the prob- 
lem with all this: it 
sounds really good We want people to 
do better But look at what liberals really 
do They don't lift people. They lower 
This has been my constant lament. Rather 
than take the bottom and show how they 
can elevate themselves, what they do is 
tell the top of the ladder: “You have too 
much You've achieved too much, You 
have cheated too many people We're 
going to take more from you We're going 
to equalize society by reducing your eco- 
nomic prosperity " 

It is a dangerous nouon to believe the 
federal government can fix all this. You 
must be very wary of the proposition that 
government and only government can 
train people to work, provide them health 
care, offer them housing, Liberals want 
you to think that the disadvantaged can 
only be saved with massive government 
help. But it's axiomatic in the human con- 
dition that people are the only ones who 
can help themselves, You save yourself. 
You save your family. Your family, work- 
ing together, saves you. You don't have a 
prayer of contentment or prospentty if you 
depend on a monolithic government for it. 

Liberals don’t think that kids in ghetto 
neighborhoods can succeed and can pros- 
per, folks, If you believe nothing else of 
what I ever tell you, understand that liber- 
als do not believe in the inherent ability of 
human beings to be happy, to succeed, 
and to prosper. They think most people 
are too dumb, too uneducated, too stupid, 
can’t make the right decisions. And they 
have to think that, because liberals are 
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going to help. Without human beings in 
that condition, there's no need for liberals 
Many who live in desperate poverty 
today are those depending on government 
for their lifestyles. They are the people 
who have bought into the notion that gov- 
ernment is there to care for them, to make 
things fair, and they have simply not been 
trained to access the 
opportunities that 
exist in this country 
But listen to what 
Cisneros says: “We 
must strike a balance 
between rights and 
responsibilities. We 
[the government] pro- 
vide the people the 
right to a good education, but the respon- 
sibility to study. We provide the people 
the right to a safe and secure community, 
but a responsibility to conduct a civil dis- 
course and keep that community strong, 
We provide the people a right to a decent 
house, but a responsibility to maintain it” 


T HIS IS CHILLING STUFF. What's wrong 
with this partnership? It's that respon- 
sibility comes last in their equation 
Responsibility should come first. If we in 
our homes, as families, succeed in teach- 
ing responsibility, the rest of all this is aca: 
demic. Behaving responsibly, by defini- 
tion, prevents the problems these people 
want to solve 

These massive government partnerships 
have not succeeded anywhere in the 
world. They've not succeeded here. 
They've only exacerbated problems and to 
try them again is just a total waste. 

Now Bill Clinton's policy wonks have 
just cooked up a new, additional $8 billion 
plan to “revitalize the cities.” The cities 
should take a cue from A.J. Rodgers, 
President and CEO of Cypress Semi- 
conductor, testifying before the House 
Subcommittee on Technology, Environ- 
ment and Aviation. “We don't want your 
money Keep it, Just leave us alone.” 
Agreed Don Valentine, a founder of Apple 
Computer: “Go help the Russians. They 
are a third-world technology state, Go 
help all the people who know how pork 
works, and who want to be taken care of 
But please do not help us.” 
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To subscribe, call 1-800-i57~1141 
Liberals: the EIB infrastructure is in supurb shape, but since you relish short-term pain in order to 
experience long-term pain, please sacrifice an additional $15.95 infrastructure usage fee 
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Send requests and appreciation to: 
Pina ry-lurtel Ree MV) 


Other social media coming soon! 


